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	Introduction





	Wow! The introduction skillfully grabs the reader’s interest, explains the purpose of the essay
	The introduction grabs the reader’s attention, explains the the purpose of the essay
	The introduction catches the reader’s attention, and somewhat attempts to explain the purpose of the essay

	The introduction somewhat catches the reader’s attention and poorly explains the purpose of the essay
	The introduction does not follow the structure of an introductory paragraph, does not explain the purpose of the essay

	Thesis statement

	The introduction includes an effective arguable thesis statement, specific and clearly worded, which is maintained throughout the essay

	The introduction includes an effective arguable thesis statement, but only gives a limited sense of how the essay will prove this
	The introduction includes an arguable thesis statement, but does not give a sense of how the essay will prove this  
	The introduction includes a vague or unclear thesis statement; demonstrates superficial thinking and does not give a sense of how the essay will prove this
	The introduction fails to establish a  thesis statement to set up the purpose of the essay 

	Arguments in favour of thesis
	The student supports his/her thesis with a thorough and concise argument, including information/evidence in support
	Student supports thesis with clear and accurate argument, including information/evidence in support
	Student supports thesis with some argument and provides some supporting information for argument
	Student supports thesis with some argument, but it is weak
	Student does not support the thesis, or does not support the argument with anything other than opinion

	Organization / Structure


	Formal essay structure is clear, effective, and appropriate – sequence of events is logically presented without gaps; transitions are used fluently


	Formal essay structure is clear, effective, and appropriate – sequence of events is logically presented without significant gaps; transitions are used effectively, but may be repetitious
	Formal essay structure is evident – sequence of events moves through time with a beginning, a middle and an ending with few gaps; weak or no transitions between paragraphs


	Formal essay structure is evident; however, sequence of events has major lapses and digression.  Weak or no transitions between sentences and incomplete paragraphs. 
	Little or no evidence of formal essay structure.  Insufficient writing to show that criteria are met

	Conclusion
	Wow! This essay skillfully uses strategies for a powerful conclusion that effectively summarizes the thesis and explains the purpose of the essay


	This essay effectively uses the strategies for a good conclusion that summarizes the thesis and explains the purpose of the essay 
	This essay uses strategies for a conclusion, and attempts to summarize the thesis and explain the purpose of the essay
	The conclusion attempts to summarize the thesis and explain the purpose of the essay
	This conclusion does not summarize the thesis NOR explain the purpose of the essay

	Use of textual support

 
	Very effectively uses clear, convincing, and well-integrated textual evidence that supports the arguments

	Effectively uses clear textual support that is usually well-integrated and that supports the arguments
	Uses textual support that is poorly integrated OR does not clearly support the arguments

	Fails to use textual support for the majority of the essay
	Fails to use textual support in the essay
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	Quotations / Citations


	Quotations introduced with clear context, fully explained and cited appropriately
	Quotations introduced and, explained and cited appropriately
	Quotations sometimes introduced, explained and/or appropriately cited


	Quotations are not introduced, not explained and/or cited inappropriately
	No quotations used OR quotations are vague and misleading

	Elaboration


	Essay demonstrates an effective, superior and insightful analysis of the prompt; supports all ideas fully, leaving no interpretive gaps


	Essay demonstrates an effective analysis of the prompt; supports all ideas fully, leaving no interpretive gaps
	Essay demonstrates an analysis of the prompt; supports most ideas but leaves some interpretive gaps
	Essay begins to analyze the prompt; has many significant interpretive gaps
	Essay demonstrates a lack of analysis of the prompt and there are significant gaps in the logic of the essay

	Conventions/

Sentence Structure and Variety


	Essay has NO errors in capitalization, punctuation and spelling; sentence type and complexity are controlled and varied; essay flows well


	Essay has one to five errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling; sentence type and complexity are usually controlled and varied; a few sentence errors affect essay flow


	Essay has six to twelve errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling; attempts to use a variety of sentence structures; sentence errors affect essay flow 
	Essay has thirteen to nineteen errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling; sentences illustrate limited variety and complexity; sentence errors seriously affect essay flow
	Essay has twenty or more errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling; sentences illustrate no variety or complexity; essay does not flow

	Word Choice


	Words are consistently appropriate, effective and purposefully selected; writer creates pictures, moods and feelings in the reader’s mind


	Words are usually appropriate, effective and purposefully selected; writer is able to create the beginning of a picture in the reader’s mind


	Words are sometimes appropriate, effective and purposefully selected; writer attempts to create a picture in the reader’s mind
	Words are often unclear, incorrect or imprecise; writer barely attempts to create a picture in the reader’s mind
	Words are often incorrect or imprecise; writer is unable to create a picture in the reader’s mind.


