NAME: _________________________________

Part II:  Comparative Essay question.  Please answer ONE the following questions in proper comparative essay format.  Your essay should be typed, and have an introduction with a thesis statement, a body of evidence with examples, and a conclusion (see instructions on the following page for a reminder on how to structure your essay).  Your essay should be at least FIVE paragraphs long.  If you have brought notes, an outline, etc., to this exam you must hand it in with your final exam.  If you have chosen to hand this essay in early you may do so, and should include all elements of the writing process with it.  As it is an independent essay, you cannot get anyone to proofread it or edit it for you.  You should review the rubric to see how your essay will be evaluated.
*Remember to use quotes as evidence to support the facts, and cite your quotations.  To cite Shakespeare, include the following in parenthesis after your chosen quote: the Act (1, 2, 3, 4, 5), the scene (1, 2, 3, 4, 5). and the line numbers (ex: 315-319).  To include more than one line, use a / to indicate a line break.  Here is an example: Othello recalls, "Upon this hint I spake: / She lov'd me for the dangers I had pass'd, / And I lov'd her that she did pity them" (1.3.166-168)
1. Compare AND contrast the characters of Hamlet and Laertes: how are these two characters similar and how are they different?
2. Compare AND contrast the relationship of Polonius with Laertes and Polonius with Ophelia.

3. Compare AND contrast the relationship of Prince Hamlet and Laertes, who is a foil character. How are these two characters similar and how are they different?

4. Compare AND contrast the relationship of Prince Hamlet with Ophelia, who is a foil character. How are these two characters similar and how are they different?

5. Compare AND contrast the characters of Prince Hamlet and Prince Fortinbras, who is a foil character.  How are these two characters similar and how are they different?
6. Compare AND contrast how Hamlet and Ophelia are affected by madness?
7. Compare AND contrast Hamlet’s friendship with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to Hamlet’s friendship with Horatio in the play.
8. Compare AND contrast how Hamlet and Claudius deal with revenge.  How are they similar in how they go about extracting it?  How are they different?
9. Compare AND contrast the roles that patriarchy and matriarchy assume within the play Hamlet.  For example, how are male and female characters similar and how are they different? 
10. Compare AND contrast Hamlet’s outside conflict with his inward conflict.

11. Compare AND contrast Gertrude’s relationship with men to Ophelia’s relationship with men. How are they similar and how are they different? 

12. OR you can choose anything from the play to Compare AND contrast as long as you approve the topic with Mr. Flasch.

Instructions for Comparative Essay

1. Develop a list of similarities and differences

Think critically about the similarities and differences between the items you are comparing, and compile a list of them.   The list you have generated is not yet your outline for the essay, but it should provide you with enough similarities and differences to construct an initial plan.

I. Introduction 

Your introduction has a dual purpose: to indicate both the topic and your approach to it (your thesis statement), and to arouse your reader’s interest in what you have to say.  Once you have listed similarities and differences, decide whether the similarities on the whole outweigh the differences or vice versa. Create a thesis statement that reflects their relative weights. A more complex thesis will usually include both similarities and differences. Here are examples of the two main cases:

1. Differences outweigh similarities: While Callaghan’s “All the Years of Her Life” and Mistry’s “Of 
White Hairs and Cricket” both follow the conventions of the coming-of-age narrative, Callaghan’s story adheres more closely to these conventions by allowing its central protagonist to mature. In Mistry’s story, by contrast, no real growth occurs. 

2. Similarities outweigh differences: Although Darwin and Lamarck came to different conclusions about whether acquired traits can be inherited, they shared the key distinction of recognizing that species evolve over time.

II, III, & IV.  Your Argument: Compare & Contrast

In each body paragraph you should compare similarities and differences of a single aspect of both situations.  This forces you to pay equal attention to each side of the argument.

EG: Lemons & Apples 

Paragraph 1: Color of Lemons/Color of Apples 

Paragraph 2: Vitamins found in Lemons/Vitamins found in Apples

Paragraph 3: Health benefits of Lemons/Health benefits of Apples

V. Conclusion 

The conclusion should give a brief, general summary of the most important similarities and differences. It should end with a “so what” statement where you share what’s important about both things being compared.   It should leave the reader feeling that all the different threads of the essay have been drawn together in a cohesive way; they have learnt something.  
Outline for Comparative Essay 
I. Introductory Paragraph
	Introduce the Topic


	_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​_____

	Topics you will compare:

Topic #1

Topic #2

Topic #3
	_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Thesis Statement
	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


II.  Compare and Contrast Topic #1

	Topic 

Sentence


	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Similarities &

Differences
	_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


III. Compare and Contrast Topic #2 

	Topic 

Sentence


	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Similarities &

Differences
	_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


IV. Compare and Contrast Topic #3 

	Topic 

Sentence


	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Similarities &

Differences
	_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


You may have more than 3 overall points to your argument, but you should not have fewer.

V. Conclusion 
	Re-worded Thesis


	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Summarize argument:

Topic #3

Topic #2

Topic #1


	_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	“So What” Statement
	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


