ELA – COMPARATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC
	
	EXCEEDING 4
	MEETING 3
	APPROACHING 2
	BEGINNING 1
	DOES NOT MEET STANDARD 0


	Introduction




	Wow! The introduction skillfully grabs the reader’s interest, explains the link to the piece of literature and the purpose of the essay
	The introduction grabs the reader’s attention, explains the link to the piece of literature and the purpose of the essay
	The introduction catches the reader’s attention, and somewhat attempts to explain the link to the piece of literature and the purpose of the essay
	The introduction somewhat catches the reader’s attention and poorly explains the link to the piece of literature and purpose of the essay
	The introduction does not follow the structure of an introductory paragraph, does not explain the link to the piece of literature, nor the purpose of the essay

	Thesis statement

	The introduction includes an effective arguable thesis statement, specific and clearly worded, which is maintained throughout the essay

	The introduction includes an effective arguable thesis statement, but only gives a limited sense of how the essay will prove this
	The introduction includes an arguable thesis statement, but does not give a sense of how the essay will prove this  
	The introduction includes a vague or unclear thesis statement; demonstrates superficial thinking and does not give a sense of how the essay will prove this
	The introduction fails to establish a  thesis statement to set up the purpose of the essay 

	Conclusion
	Wow! This essay skillfully uses strategies for a powerful conclusion that effectively summarizes the thesis and explains the purpose of the essay

	This essay effectively uses the strategies for a good conclusion that summarizes the thesis and explains the purpose of the essay 
	This essay uses strategies for a conclusion, and attempts to summarize the thesis and explain the purpose of the essay
	The conclusion attempts to summarize the thesis and explain the purpose of the essay
	This conclusion does not summarize the thesis NOR explain the purpose of the essay

	Organization / Structure

	Formal essay structure is clear, effective, and appropriate – sequence of events is logically presented without gaps; transitions are used fluently

	Formal essay structure is clear, effective, and appropriate – sequence of events is logically presented without significant gaps; transitions are used effectively, but may be repetitious
	Formal essay structure is evident – sequence of events moves through time with a beginning, a middle and an ending with few gaps; weak or no transitions between paragraphs

	Formal essay structure is evident; however, sequence of events has major lapses and digression.  Weak or no transitions between sentences and incomplete paragraphs. 
	Little or no evidence of formal essay structure.  Insufficient writing to show that criteria are met

	Use of textual support
 
	Very effectively uses clear, convincing, and well-integrated textual evidence that supports the arguments
	Effectively uses clear textual support that is usually well-integrated and that supports the arguments
	Uses textual support that is poorly integrated OR does not clearly support the arguments
	Fails to use textual support for the majority of the essay
	Fails to use textual support in the essay

	Quotations / Citations

	Quotations introduced with clear context, fully explained and cited appropriately
	Quotations introduced and, explained and cited appropriately
	Quotations sometimes introduced, explained and/or appropriately cited

	Quotations are not introduced, not explained and/or cited inappropriately
	No quotations used OR quotations are vague and misleading indicating little knowledge of the literature.

	Comparison / Contrast
	Excellent point by point comparison that emphasizes similarities / differences in ideas


	Point by point comparison that identifies similarities / differences
	Unclear point by point comparison; attempts to point out similarities / differences
	Weak point by point comparison; lacks clarity
	Random and unfocused comparison / contrast which reduces clarity

	Word Choice
	Words are consistently appropriate, effective and purposefully selected; writer creates pictures, moods and feelings in the reader’s mind
	Words are usually appropriate, effective and purposefully selected; writer is able to create the beginning of a picture in the reader’s mind
	Words are sometimes appropriate, effective and purposefully selected; writer attempts to create a picture in the reader’s mind
	Words are often unclear, incorrect or imprecise; writer barely attempts to create a picture in the reader’s mind
	Words are often incorrect or imprecise; writer is unable to create a picture in the reader’s mind.

	Elements of Writing Process
	Follows ALL elements of the writing process; all supporting evidence is included
	
	
	
	Does not follow writing process at all; no supporting evidence included


